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LIPOR takes care of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and generates 
value 12 times higher than the investment made 
 
“Biological diversity is a source of natural wealth and provides the basis for life and 
prosperity for all humanity. However, we are “erasing nature’s hard drive” without knowing 
the data contained in it (Stavros Dimas)”. 
 
After 20 years of promoting and implementing strategic initiatives, actions and projects in 
favour of nature protection and biodiversity promotion, it became relevant for LIPOR and 
its associated municipalities to translate the impact of these investments into social, 
ecological and socio-ecological benefits for the community. 
 
The public presentation of the "Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Plan" took place today, 
November 18th, in the form of a webinar, and included a debate on the approach and 
integration of biodiversity in companies and organizations, from the perspective of BCSD 
Portugal, Navigator, Serras do Porto Park Municipalities Association, CIBIO and NBI - Natural 
Business Intelligence. 
 
Based on the TEEB methodology - The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity, and with 
the technical and scientific support of NBI, the contributions from the ecosystems managed 
by LIPOR to the different dimensions of human well-being were identified, quantified and 
economically valued. 
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In summary, we can say that the total value of the contributions generated by the 
enhancement of Ecosystem Services promoted by LIPOR was estimated to be at least 12 
times higher than the investment made. In estimated absolute terms, an investment of 7 
million euros was made by LIPOR and an estimated total value of Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services contributions generated of at least 90 million euros. 
 
The result was obtained by crossing the investments made by LIPOR in Parque Aventura and 
associated projects, in the last 20 years, and the quantification and economic valuation of 
the different benefits: ecological benefits (carbon capture, soil, fire protection, habitats and 
biodiversity), benefits socio-ecological (urban gardens) and social benefits (recreation and 
aesthetics, and knowledge systems). 
 
LIPOR has a side that we know well and that takes care of our ENVIRONMENT, valorising the 
municipal waste produced at Porto area. But there is another side to LIPOR, the "B" side, the 
Biodiversity side. By working to change paradigms and create new management trends, 
LIPOR remains a pioneer in the fields of Biodiversity, Ecosystems and Natural Capital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information contact: 
Sónia Pereira | sonia.pereira@lipor.pt | +351 229 770 100 
Fátima Nogueira | fatima.nogueira@lipor.pt | +351 910 738 139 
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About LIPOR 
 
 
LIPOR is the entity responsible for the management, recovery and treatment of urban waste 
produced by the associated Municipalities: Espinho, Gondomar, Maia, Matosinhos, Porto, Póvoa de 
Varzim, Valongo and Vila do Conde. 
 
LIPOR annually treats about 500 thousand tons of urban waste produced by 1 million inhabitants. 
Based on modern urban waste management concepts, LIPOR has developed an integrated strategy 
for the recovery, treatment and confinement of urban waste, based on three main components: 
Multimaterial Recovery, Organic Recovery and Energy Recovery, complemented by a Sanitary Landfill 
for receiving the discards and previously prepared waste. 
 
By clearly assuming that waste management is carried out from the perspective of the resource, 
LIPOR signs all efforts in its most appropriate valuation, an approach that is based on the projection of 
a circular business model, and is supported by demonstration projects on the circular support 
practices. 
 
The Organization's performance allows it to consolidate a position that is advocated for the creation 
of value in the production cycle, characterized by the reintroduction of “waste” as a “resource” in the 
value chain. 
At the national level, LIPOR intends to promote the Circular Economy theme, through the sharing of 
new strategies and the search for more effective solutions. 
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